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WEEKLY ROUNDUP OF WORLD PRODUCTION AND TRADE WR 11-83 


WASHINGTON, March 16--The Foreign Agricultural Service of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture today reported the following developments in world 
agriculture and trade: 


EC TRADE NOTES 


In a move intended to stimulate lagging exports and increase its 
competitive position in foreign markets, the EUROPEAN COMMUNITY (EC) has 
raised its export refund (subsidy) on flour to $115 per ton. The flour refund 
had been constant at about $106 since October, except for a brief period in 
December when it fell to $103 per ton. Trade groups are calling for an even 
higher refund that would enable the EC to compete-in the Egyptian and Chinese 
flour markets, as well as safeguard traditional export markets in the Middle 
East and Africa. 


GRAIN AND FEED 


qYuNO ° 


Dramatically increased wheat production in ARGENTINA this séason 

has raised the question of whether the country can sell record;export availa- ~~ 
bilities and whether such large quantities could be shipped. Argentin@sDecem-~ 
ber-November 1982/83 marketing year wheat exports are forecastrat.10 million— - 
tons, well above the previous record of almost 6 million in 1976/77 andsalmost=. 
triple last season's 3.6 million. The Argentines have been vefy-successful ins: = 
selling their wheat crop, with about two-thirds committed to tHeéSUSSR, China “= 
and Iran. Total sales to date may be close to 8 million tons.’ 


The Argentines recently demonstrated that these large sales also 
could be successfully shipped. January wheat shipments reached a record 1.6 
million tons and preliminary data indicate that February shipments may go even 
higher, possibly reaching 1.9 million tons. This is more than 50 percent 
greater than last season's heavy January-February movement. 


The bulk of Argentine sales were made for January-March delivery, 
and in order to clear exportable supplies, the bulk of the wheat needed to be 
shipped in this period before Argentine new crop corn, sorghum and soybeans 
came on line, competing for transportation and handling capacity. It appears 
that the Argentines are successfully meeting their heavy shipping programs and 
it's likely that over half of Argentina's forecast wheat exports could be 
shipped in the January-March quarter, considerably lessening potential bottle- 
necks for the rest of the grain shipping season. 


KHKKK 
-more— 


LYNN KRAWCZYK, Editor, Tel. (202) 382-9442. Additional copies may 
be obtained from FAS Information Services staff, 5918-South, Washington, D.C. 
20250. Tel. (202) 447-7937. 
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PAKISTAN reportedly may have an exportable wheat surplus of up to 
800,000 tons this year. So far, more than 280,000 tons have been sold to Iran 
and Iraq. The most recent sale to Iran--for 130,000 tons--was reportedly at a 
price of $192 per ton. These are the first Pakistani wheat exports in nearly 
30 years. The current surplus situation is the result of record production in 
1982 of about 11.5 million tons, coupled with near-record carryover of 1.2 
million tons from last year. 


HHEKK 


Persistent drought continues to affect SOUTH AFRICA's corn produc- 
tion, increasing the likelihood of imports. The South African Maize Board is 
reportedly negotiating to postpone some current marketing year corn ship- 
ments. In addition, some corn that was sold to millers for product exports is 
being moved back into the local market. It appears,;-however, that the Maize 
Board may not have much flexibility in breaking contracts on corn already sold 
for export, although the sales contract with Taiwan is negotiable. 


South Africa is not expected to export any of its 7-million-ton 
corn crop in the May-April 1983/84 period. It is also apparent that a domes- 
tic shortage of white corn, primarily for human consumption, is likely to 
develop. Given the limited world white corn supply, some mixing of white and 
yellow corn may become necessary, although yellow corn is not popular with 
consumers. In addition, South Africa may need to look for available white 
Corn supplies in other countries, possibly the United States. 


OILSEEDS AND PRODUCTS 


Total ARGENTINE and BRAZILIAN soybean production is expected to 
reach 18 million tons this year, up from 16.8 million tons last year. Brazil 
has been favored with good weather and the soybean crop is expected to reach 
14.6 million tons, up from last year's drought-reduced production of 12.8 mil- 
lion. Argentina, the major U.S. competitor in world soybean markets, will 
harvest less than last year because of drought. USDA's current estimate for 
Argentina is 3.4 million tons, 600,000 below last year's production. Govern- 
ment policies continue to encourage domestic crushing, which suggests few soy- 
beans will be available for export during the last part of this U.S. marketing 
year and at least the first half of the U.S. 1983/84 marketing year. This may 
lead to improved export opportunities for U.S. soybeans. 


Combined Argentine and Brazilian soybean crush is forecast to in- 
crease 9.7 percent from last year to 15.8 million tons. Soybean meal exports 
from these countries are expected to increase 8.6 percent to 9.5 million tons 
and oil exports of 1.32 million tons would be almost 26 percent above last 
year. The larger South American crush will mean increased competition in in- 
ternational markets in the latter part of this U.S. marketing year and the 
first half of the 1983/84 year. Brazil and Argentina are both aware of the 
growing Soviet meal market and are in a good position to meet steadily rising 
USSR import needs. 


-more- 
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DAIRY, LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY 


In AUSTRALIA, the cattle census of March 31, 1983, is expected to 
show inventories under 22.0 million head, down more than 10 percent from 24.49 
million a year ago, according to the U.S. agricultural counselor in Canberra. 
Beef production in 1983 is expected to range between 1.34 million tons (normal 
weather) and 1.42 million tons (if the drought continues. ) 


HKEKEKEK 


Last year's outbreak of hog cholera in KOREA killed more than 
300,000 hogs and is not yet completely under control, according to the U.S. 
agricultural counselor in Seoul. Despite the disease, swine numbers expanded 
by 20 percent in 1982 to 2.2 million head. Hog cholera is endemic to Korea, 
with occasional outbreaks. 


COTTON AND FIBERS 


The 1982/83 AUSTRALIAN cotton crop estimate has been revised upward 
to 550,000 bales, 100,000 bales above last month's estimate. Timely rains 
during January and early February revived-the drought-stressed crop. Nearly 
80 percent of the anticipated increase is now expected to occur in the largest 
producing state of New South Wales, which was hit harder by drought than 
Queensland. Despite current low prices, farmers still find planting cotton 
attractive because of low land costs. It appears likely that the area under 
cotton will continue to expand during the next several years. 


COFFEE, TEA AND COCOA 


Cocoa production in BRAZIL for 1982/83 is now estimated at 285,000 
tons, compared with 315,000 tons for 1981/82. Bahia cocoa arrivals indicate 
that the main crop may approximate or slightly exceed 120,000 tons (2.0 mil- 
lion 60-kg. bags). The temporao crop is currently estimated at 138,000 tons 
(2.3 million bags), but, based on more normal rainfall levels since January, 
the crop could be larger if weather remains favorable during the rest of the 
season. 


In Ecuador, 1982/83 cocoa production is now estimated at 85,000 
tons, compared with 87,500 in 1981/82. Losses to the 1982/83 crop as a result 
of heavy rains and extensive flooding in the lowland coastal areas are ex- 
pected to be partially offset by the improved moisture conditions in other 
areas and new plantings coming into bearing. Higher soil moisture and high 
humidity are expected to cut both crop quantity and quality in the lowland 
production areas. 


2 
Selected International Prices 


Item : March 16, 1983 : Change from : A year 


: previous week : ago 


3 per MT $ per bu. $ per MT $ per MT 
ROTTERDAM PRICES 1/ 
Wheat: 
Canadian No. 1 CWRS-13.5%.* 192.00 Deo -~ N.Q. 
USS. No. 2)DNS/NS:7 144". 171,00 4.65 +2.25 184.00 
U.S. No. 2 DHW/HW: 13. Pow N.Q. -- -- 198.00 
U.Sin NOseZ2poeRs Wit. comer « 154.00 eae) +3.50 166.00 
URE aN Sy al s ld Biter ba 174.00 Ad A +4.00 184.00 
Canadian No. 1 A: Durum*.. 187.50 Bille +2.50 201.00 
Feed grains: 
U.oe) NOS onyYe LOW  COLN. «sce to oeUU Aza) -4.50 L29259) 
UsSe No. 2 Sorgnum 2/.. ee. N.Q. ~- a 140.70 
Peec*barleyes/ tees «vee es cre N.Q. -- ~~ N.Q. 
Soybeans and meal: 
LONGO ee Cel LOW sre cteerers 256.40 6.43 +1.80 249 .50 
Brazil 47/48% SoyaPellets 4/ 217.00 -- -5.00 N.Q. 
U.S. 44% Soybean Meal..... 208 . 00 ~~ +2.50 223.00 
USS.) P ARM, PRICES 57 
WEA G2 eles « aletes sreltte sitters ctets 5122 3.68 +1.47 132.64 
BALM Aoatarcatctevecete cits cferstciete 64.76 1.41 +1.38 85.43 
CUT. ote ee srctele ete aieie ca cterererets 103.14 2-02 -./9 94.88 
SOLOMUNMs « ares eteretsreretetereteecones chek s) 1 aeo7) +.22 sy 
BrOLLErs //. seeetetate eters 925 ert -- -5.73 S414 
EC IMPORT LEVIES 
WCAC OW ects wore cttitee es 116.61 Dany, -.21 89.65 
BAL LGY sretelrstcle(elelevece iste scieiats LVa569 2 OU) +1.70 ES 
COL seereteterotctete cis cere tere cc ienetere Oe LANG) +4.64 SE Eea® 
SOLON a © cis cle elele sere siete iene S256 PLE) +1.16 GO.) 
BrOULCTSEO/ i. es css aisle eceiees 515 00 -- -0- 10/ 277.00 
EC INTERVENTION PRICES 11/ 
Common wheat(feed quality) 188.62 Se +3.50 186.74 
Bread? wheats os cae cs Cote es 207.09 5.64 +3.62 214.77 
Barley and all 
other feed grains....... 188.62 -~ +3.50 186.74 
Broilerse [2 eyites.< srs thee. oe 1093.00 -- +14.00 N.Q. 
EC EXPORT RESTITUTIONS (subsidies) 
WHE AL ies wee ars crete revered. eve tote 77.60 Z| -3.48 68.31 
Wheat Sf Louraty feist. ereceretess N.Q. N.Q. N.Q. N.Q. 
Barley ices Uk eieiele o/s Siske: etetets 87.05 aoe -- 40.27 
BrOULETSEO/. ss «votes caiels oes 212.00 -- -O- 13/ 173.00 
SUGAL abel INede Lo. 5. secctene 397.80 ~- -6.09 N.Q. 


1/ Asking prices in U.S. dollars for imported grain and soybeans, c.i.f., 
Rotterdam. 2/ Optional delivery: Argentine Granifero sorghum. 3/ Optional 
delivery: Canadian feed barley. 4/ Optional delivery: Argentine. 5/ Based on 
selected major markets and adjusted to reflect farm prices more closely. 6/ 
Hundredweight (CWT). 7/ Nine-city average; wholesale weighted average. 8/ 
Durum has a special levy. 9/ EC category--70 percent whole chicken. 10/ 
Reflects exchange rate change and not level set by EC. 11/ Reflects change by 
EC effective Feb. 1, -1983) from 31.8 ECUtS/100,kg st Ons5e) ees uorrd. 
**Reflects exchange rate change only. 12/ F.0.B Price for R.T.C. Whole 
Broilers at West German border. 13/ Subsidy increase reflects change by EC 
Effective Feb. 1, 1983 from 20.50 ECU"s/100 kg) to922750) ECU "s/ 1000 kG a7, 
F.o.b. price for whole R.T.C. broilers at West German border. 15/ The week of 
March 9. Based on 37.489 ECU's per 100 kilograms. N.Q.=Not quoted. 

Note: Basis March delivery. * April-May. 


Do you need Foreign Agriculture articles are clear In addition, periodic special issues — 


° ° and crisp, written to provide the export such as the recent one devoted entirel 
infor mation about information you need, in a concise and to the European Community — will ote 
extremely readable form. you a wide range of detailed information. 
© Overseas markets and buying trends? 
e New competitors and products? Special information is found in Foreign If you use agricultural facts and figures 
@ Trade policy developments? Agriculture’s telegraphed, targeted in your business, you need Foreign 
e Overseas promotional activities? news departments: Fact File, Country Agriculture. 
Briefs, Trade Updates and Marketing 
Then Foreign Agriculture —USDAs News. And its tables and graphs will Subscribe today! Fill in the subscrip- 
fact-filled monthly agricultural trade give you an immediate grasp of what's tlon form and mail it now. When you 
magazine —is for you. Based on official going on overseas. receive your first colorful, fact-filled 
USDA data available nowhere else, issue, you'll be glad you did! 
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SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM __ Enter My Subscription To FOREIGN AGRICULTURE 








Please print or type @ 18.00 domestic (United States and its possessions); $22.50 foreign. The Government 
Write check payable to: Printing Office requires that foreign addressees send international money orders, 
Superintendent of Documents UNESCO coupons, or checks drawn on a domestic bank only. 
MAIL ORDER FORM TO: ENGIOSOCN6 6 mee eee ee Credit Card Orders Onlly (Visa and Mastercard) 
O Check Total ch $ 
Superintendent of Documents © Money order otal charges 
Government Printing Office Bi Char 
ge to my Deposit Account 
Washington, D.C. 20402 Credit card No! 
No. 

For Office Use Only Order No. _______ Expiration Date Month/Year 
Quantity Charges 

Enclosed) = Name—First, Last 

To be mailed ___ 

Subscriptions 
Postage 
Foreign handling 
MMOB 
OPNR 

UPNS 

Discount 
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FOREIGN AGRICULTURE CIRCULARS 


The Foreign Agricultural Service issues a number of Foreign Agriculture Circulars during the year on various commodities 
and export services for the food and agricultural trade, as well as specialized publications pertaining to individual commodities. 


HOW TO ORDER: Check the title of each publication you wish to order. Remit a check for the total amount payable to 
the Foreign Agricultural Service. Only checks on US. banks, cashier‘s checks, or international money orders will be accepted 
in payment. NO REFUNDS CAN BE MADE. Mail this form to: Foreign Agricultural Service 

Information Division 

Information Services Staff, Room 5918-S 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 

Washington, D.C. 20250 


PLEASE ENTER THE NUMBER OF SUBSURIPTIONS DESIRED BELOW: SUBSCRIPTION RATE 
Domestic Foreign 
10002 WEEKLY ROUNDUP OF WORLD PRODUCTION AND TRADE 
(Current news items and statistics on various commodities and NO CHARGE 
summary of recent developments in world production and trade) 
10003 COFFEE (3 issues) $10.00 $15.00 
10004 COTTON (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 


DAIRY, LIVESTOCK & POULTRY: 





10005 EXPORT TRADE & PROSPECTS (8 issues) 20.00 40.00 
10006 MEAT & DAIRY MONTHLY IMPORTS (12 issues) 25.00 35.00 
10007 DAIRY SITUATION (2 issues) 5.00 7.00 
10008 LIVESTOCK & POULTRY SITUATION (2 issues) 5.00 10.00 
10009 ALL 24 REPORTS LISTED ABOVE 55.00 92.00 
GRAINS: 
10010 SITUATION, OUTLOOK, STAT. REPORTS (18 issues) 40.00 75.00 
10011 EXPORT MARKET (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10013 USSR GRAIN SITUATION & OUTLOOK (12 issues) 15.00 20.00 
10014 ALL 42 REPORTS LISTED ABOVE 85.00 145.00 
10015 HORTICULTURAL PRODUCTS (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10016 OILSEEDS & PRODUCTS (14 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10017 SEEDS (12 issues) 40.00 70.00 
10018 SUGAR, MOLASSES & HONEY (4 issues) 10.00 15.00 
10019 TEA, SPICES & ESSENTIAL OILS (4 issues) 10.00 15.00 
10020 TOBACCO (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10021 WORLD CROP PRODUCTION (12 issues) 30.00 50.00 
10022 COCOA (2 issues) 5.00 7.50 
TOTAL REPORTS ORDERED TOTAL SUBSCRIPTION PRICE 
ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR $_____—S—S—SS~ MADE PAYABLE TO FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL SERVICE. 


NAME (Last, first, middle initial) 


ORGANIZATION OR FIRM 


STREET OR P.O. BOX NUMBER 


ZIP CODE 


COUNTRY 
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